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Mantras and Verses of Wisdom

Prof. Nihar Ranjan Sarker and Chapal Choudhury

This is a very small collection of important verses or mantras from the vast ocean of Hindu
scriptures. Some of these are prayers to God and Goddess, and some represent wisdoms of
ancient Rishish (Sages). Our ancient texts are a virtual treasure-trove of wise sayings,
teachings on correct living and spiritual enlightenment. The mantras are said to be the
instruments through which an individual can connect with the divine and live an honest and
blissful life.

This collection brings together only a sample of some notable mantras, which has been
complied to include the original scripts written in Sanskrit language with English and Bangla
scripts followed by translation and narration in simple English. The name or title of each mantra
or source scripture has been provided, where available.

Materials for this collection are sourced from the Vedas, Upanishads, Mahabharata,
Ramayana, Puranas, Subhashitas, and other celebrated works.

We believe every child of a Hindu family should learn these mantras and understand their
meanings. We strongly encourage SPUVIC parents to take the challenge of self-learning
and then guiding their children to memorise at least five mantras over next five months until
the coming Saraswati Puja in January 2023. We would recommend SPUVIC Management
Committee to organise a mantra recital competition by our community children as a
regular event in each year’s Saraswatti Puja festival. For continued encouragement and
attraction, SPUVIC may offer highly valued prizes for all participants and three best
performers of such competition.

Though the mantras can be found in the Web as well as in your own book collection at
home, it can be hard to find some practical tips for their learning by children who are being
brought up in Western countries in a mixed culture and linguistic environment. So, we are
attempting here to provide some tips to help you in the journey of self-learning and teaching
your children these and other common mantras. We believe this is an important and holy
duty of every educated Hindu person.

e Mantras should be learned in its original Sanskrit language and the best learning method
is to recite and memorise.

¢ Enlarge and print each mantra (as presented in this article) into a separate A4 size paper
and stick to a highly visible and mostly passed-by wall in your house. This would help
you to eye over the mantras whenever you move around in your home.

o Make a routine to loudly recite one mantra in rhythm once a day for several weeks until
you and your children have fully memorised it. Then, pick the next mantra and repeat the
same process before moving to another one. There is no best prescribed order, but we
suggest starting with the shorter, simpler and most rhythmic one and gradually move to
harder ones.

Sankalpa 2022 (2 SPUVIC pg. 3
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¢ If you find it difficult to get the correct syllable and rhythm of Sanskrit words and
sentences, you may search around in the Web (e.g., YouTube) for recital audios or
performances of some of these mantras that are sometimes sung or chanted by
renowned singers as well.

o If you need assistance, the authors of this article will be more than happy to organise
mantra-recitation sessions to help get you started with this especially important and
holy journey for your family. It will be our immense pleasure to contribute in any way to
launch this great initiative for SPUVIC community.

Gayathri Mantra

[In Sanskrit language - Bangla script]

ST T e ATEMIIS |

[In Sanskrit language - Latin script]
Om Bhur Bhuvah Svah

Tat Savitur Varenyam

Bhargo Devasya Dheemabhi

Dhiyo Yo nah Prachodayat

[Translation or narration in English language]
We meditate on the glory of the Creator,
Who has created the Universe;
Who is worthy of Worship;
Who is the embodiment of Knowledge and Light;
Who is the remover of all Sin and Ignorance;

May He enlighten our Intellect.

Shanti Mantra or Pavamana Mantra
(Brhadaranyaka Upanisad [1.3.28], JRUISNIH @ﬂﬁ%’ﬁ)

ol

ISR [A0) BRV) B2 17 RV
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https://bn.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%A6%93%E0%A6%81

SN N (G5 |
%C\oﬂiﬁ@%\'ﬂ N |
3 =S AfS S |l

Orm Asato Ma Sadgamaya
Tamaso Ma Jyotir gamaya

Mrityorma Amritam gamaya

Pl ST IR
Orh Shanti Shanti Shantih R\ &0, i, e

Oh Lord Almighty:

from ignorance, lead me to truth;

from darkness, lead me to light;
from death, lead me to immortality

Om peace, peace, peace.

Shanti (universal peace) Mantra

(Brhadaranyaka Upanisad, JRUISVIR ICRIDELY)
& ST O e MK 3T NErs |
N A S W FPo doITOwRs |
8 #f@s =nfes =fss |

Or Sarve Bhavantu Sukhinah Sarve Santu Niramayah .
Sarve Bhadrani Pasyantu Ma Kascid Duhkha Bhagbhavet .
Om Santih Santih Santih

Let all be happy, let all be free from debilitation.

Let all see goodness, let there be no victims of sorrow.

Verses of wisdom
Sanskrit Subhasitani

NS RTINS 555 VIS HOTTNg Og |
IS ATV B3 WIS OISV L2 ||
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Nasti Bidyasaman Chakshu, Nasti Satyamsaman Tapah

Nasti ragasaman duhkham, Nasti tyagasaman sukhan

No eye is greater than knowledge
No meditation is greater than truth
No sorrow greater than anger

No happiness is greater than giving away or sacrifice

Verses of Wisdom

Bhagavd Gita

(Verse 62 and 63)

ICol [RTAAN L3 AFB IO |
SIS SIRGIACO FINe PIATE (CPIKTRIOGIACO || WR ||

Dhyayato Vishayan Purhsah Sangas teshapajayate
Sangat Safjayate Kamah Kamat Krodho ’bhijayate (62)

While contemplating on the objects of the senses, one develops attachment
to them. Attachment leads to desire, and from desire arises anger.

(NGNS FARS ACARTS Yo [I s |

S TGN ARG S || W ||

Krodhad bhavati Sammohah Sammohat Smiriti-vibhramah
Smriti-bhranshad Buddhi-nasho Buddhi-nashat Pranashyati (63)

Anger leads to clouding of judgment, which results in bewilderment of
memory. When memory is bewildered, the intellect gets destroyed; and when
the intellect is destroyed, one is ruined.

Sun prayer mantra (7 2T T3)

Sankalpa 2022

8 GRIGTAAT*S
TN NRFroN |
{IBTAL STIATLS
HVCOrR MArF<a ||
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Or Jaba Kusuma Sankaasham
Kaashya Peyam Mahaa Dyutim |
Tamorim Sarva Papaghnam
Pranathosmi Divakaram ||

Oh Divine One, who is as magnificent as the Hibiscus flower, to You, the
blessed son of Kashyapa, how powerfully radiant.

To You, the fierce enemy of darkness, and the One who washes away all
sins, to Your brilliant infinite light, | humbly bow.

Devi Saraswati Mantra

FELPHO® TSR |
A G TBF [(H
©IAfS SRS (M NT=B/S |l

Jaya Jaya Devi Chara Chara Share
Kucho Jogo Shobhito Mukta Hare

Beena Ranjita Pustaka Haste

Bhagwati Bharati Devi Namastute

Devi Durga Mantra
(Sri Chandi Path, Markandeya Purana)

[ (U] T Groy sfSa0T JefFel |
NNB (AT NS LA VNS CAT NN Ve |

Ya Devi sarvabhuteshu
Shakti-rupen sansthita.
Namas-tasyai namas-tasyai,

namas-tasyai namo namaha

To the Devine Goddess (Devi) who resides in all beings in the form of universal
power we bow to her, we bow to her, continually we bow to her.

Sarbojanin Puja Ulsav of Victoria

Sankalpa 2022 és PUVIC pg. 7



[ (U] A GTOY oA FefFeT |
NNB (AT NNB AT NSO NN VN3 |

Ya Devi sarvabhuteshu
Matru-rupen sansthita.
Namas-tasyai namas-tasyai,

namas-tasyai namo namaha

To the Devine Goddess (Devi) who resides in all beings in the form of
universal mother we bow to her, we bow to her, continually we bow to her.

Craigieburn Central

edicalCentre

Craigieburn Central Medical
Centre is a locally owned

Located at the new
Craigieburn Central Shopping Centre,

i z General Practice, designed to
next to the 24hr Discount Chemist

meet the needs of people
living in Craigieburn and the
surrounding areas. We offer
a wide range of services in
one location.

Specialist Nursing Shop DO0-02
mw; ation R Craigieburn Road
Craigieburn 3064

Men’s Health
Women's Health 1
Ca A { { V
Tt T 83394555 ! / 4
F 9303 8220 - \ L
] ¥ 3

General Practitioners e
Dr. Jagannath Chatterjee Dr Inam Khan

Dr. Abdul Matin Talukder Dr. Olthomame Sekhobe

Opening Hours
Monday — Friday 9am—Spm Female General Practitioners

Saturday — Sunday 9am —6pm Dr. Lutfun Nahar
Public Holidays 9am —6pm

Located at the Craigieburn Central Shopping Centre

www.craigieburncmc.com.au 8339 4555
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Nishi Saha (age 5 years)

Nishi Saha (age 5 years)

NEED A HAND WITH ACCOUNTING

Let me take things easy Accounting Services

e Tax Returns and Financial Preparation for:
o Individual
o Partnership
o Trust
o Company
e Bookkeeping
e  GST Returns
e  Payroll Services
e FBT Returns

PREMANKUR ROY
MOBILE: 0433 451 350 -
EMAIL: PREMANKURROY@YAHOO.COM
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OUR SERVICES

Business Conveyancing (sale & purchase of business)

Retail Lease
Property Law & Conveyancing
Family Law
Wills & Probate
Trusts & Company Set Up
Power of Attorney & Enduring Power of Attorney

Bengal Solicitors

Level 3. 480 Collins St Melbourne Vie 3000
Mob : +61 430 593 124 Fax : 03 9424 5705
[Smail ¢ contact@bengalsolicitors.com.au | Web: bengalsolicitors.com.au

Sarbojanin Puja Utsav of Victoria
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Amazing Race Camp

Labonya Paul (age 16 Years)

Introduction:

My Yr. 10 camp was a very enjoyable and
educational experience. It allowed me to
step out of my comfort zone and take on
new challenges that | wasn’t expecting.
This camp included two different camps,
the first camp was the adventure camp,
and the second camp was the retreat
camp. Here, | will talk about the adventure
camp: Amazing Race.

The idea of the amazing race was which
team can reach the final destination first;
via public transport, solving clues, and
completing challenges on the way. Now the
real challenge was that the first two teams
that comes first and second get tents to
sleep in for the night. Other teams that
come third, fourth, fifth, and sixth get
tarps/hutchies to sleep in for the night
(which was the worst sleeping situation).
The team who comes first in the whole race
will get a prize and a medal.

Day 1: Monday (22/08/2022)

On Day 1, the whole year 10 cohort was
gathered at 7:30 am in the gym foyer in our
school and was separated in their specific
adventure camps. First, the mountain bike
riders and the rafters left the school to their
camps. Now the amazing race students
were left in the gym. We were then
separated into 6 teams with 5 or 6 students
in each. However, my team was the
smallest with only 4 students: Divya, Lacie,
Maddie, and me. Also, a member of the
‘Halls Outdoor Education’ (the contracted
company that was running the camp) were
put into each team to supervise us in the
journey to Gembrook State Forest. The

S

supervisor was not allowed to help us with
any of the clues or challenges, our
supervisor's name was Ellen. After the
groups’ selection, we had a quick briefing
and then our race begun

Our first clue was a picture (picture of a
water pump) of something around the
school that we had to find. So, we all ran to
the primary playground to find the water
pump. When we reached there and we
found a hiking pack that included rain
jackets, some maps, and a compass. YAY!!
The first clue solved; we then ran back to
the gym to get our second clue. This next
clue was about ‘where cricket is played and
sometimes football we all shouted the
MCG!! We all ran to Mernda station to catch
the train; the path was not too long but
carrying the big hiking pack and running at
the same time made my legs feel like jelly.
We saw the train stop at the station, but we
were still far away. We sprinted and then
fortunately we hopped on the train just on
time. Everyone were huffing and puffing,
and | collapsed onto the seats. We all had
a quick drink and figured out that we have
to get off at Jolimont station just right in
front of the MCG.

After the 35-minute train ride we got off at
Jolimont station and walked towards and
eventually in the MCG. We then had to find
another Halls Outdoor person in the MCG
to get our next clue. We were searching
everywhere around the MCG but still there
were no signs of a Halls person.
Furthermore, the other teams were in the
same hunt but then suddenly, we saw the
Halls person. In fact, we were the first ones,
we quietly went towards her so that no
other teams can reach her before we do.
Then another team saw the Halls person
and they started running so my team
sprinted to her and reached her first.
However, that was not the end we had to
complete a challenge to get the third clue.
There were 2 options, the first option was
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to shoot 10 basketball shots in a row
without missing. if we miss once, we had to
start again. The second option was to run
around the MCG finding answers to 14
guestions about the MCG. Lacie decided to
shoot 10 goals, but | said we should answer
14 questions. But we ended up doing the
basketball shots, which was the worst
option for us because we kept on
repeatedly missing. We missed so many
goals that we switched to doing the 14
guestions (the basketball shots were a total
time waste).

We again ran around the MCG answering
the questions and asking the public to
search up some questions because we
were not allowed to use our phones.
Eventually we finished the questions and
returned to the Halls person to give us our
next clue. When we got there, we saw that
one team has stolen our hiking pack. That
was fine, it meant that we don’t have to the
hard work of carrying it. The Halls outdoor
person checked our answers and gave us
our third clue.

This third clue was about ‘a red steam train’
then Lacie suggested it could be puffing
billy, and it was puffing billy and it is located
in Belgrave. Therefore, we made our way
to the station and figured out by looking at
the train route map we needed to catch the
Belgrave line from either Flinders Street
station or Richmond station (which was
Ellen’s idea). Everyone was saying to go on
Flinders Street station because no one felt
like running to Richmond station. | felt like
we should go to Richmond station so we
could catch the direct Belgrave line train.
However, it was 3 against 1, so | had to
agree to go to Flinders Street station. We
reached Flinders Street station and
checked when our train will come and
found out that the Belgrave line train will
come in 26 minutes. | was not happy but
what can we do, it is what it is, so we ate
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some lunch, had a toilet break, and waited
for the train to arrive.

One the way to Belgrave

Soon the train arrived, and we all hopped
on for a 45-minute ride to Belgrave. | took
some photos on the way, some of us fell
asleep. | saw the wonderful transition from
city to forest. After some time, we reached
Belgrave and | was so amazed to see that
there is a train station in the biggening of a
forest. There were trees everywhere and
few houses between ridges and trees.

Our fourth clue was given to us, it was
about ‘a long walk to a stream’ obviously
we knew nothing about this clue because
we knew nothing about Belgrave and
where things were. Moreover, our hiking
pack has been stolen, so we also don’t
have our maps to guide us. Ellen showed
us the way since we had no resource to
figure out where we needed to go. We
finally got to the place where our next
challenge was waiting for us and only after
comleting that challenge, we will get our
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Belgrave station walking to puffing billy

next clue. The challenge was that there
were 2 buckets inside a rope circle, the big
bucket was empty, and the small bucket
had water in it. The challenge was to pour
the water into the big bucket without
touching any of the buckets and not
crossing over the circle. We failed the first
time by pouring water outside of the bucket,
and then | quickly ran to a creek filled it up
and ran back to complete the challenge.
We then succeeded the second time
though it wasn’t the correct way, but we still
made it.

Our coordinator Ash wasn’t looking forward
the method we used but since we were
tired and exhausted. He let us go and gave
us the fifth clue. We also got our hiking
pack back, so we were able to use the
maps and compass to figure out the fifth
clue. We used the map to guide us where
our first half of the race will end which was
‘Grant Picnic ground’. So we had to walk
another 2.2km in the forest to get to the
picnic ground and | was the navigator for
this hike.

After the huge walk through the forest, all 5
of us reached the picnic ground where all
the other teams were waiting for us and
unfortunately, we came last. But luckily, we
reached the picnic ground on time just
before the rain came pouring down. We
were supposed to do a challenge but since
my team was last and it was raining, we

ended up not doing it. There all the 6 teams
were under a shed waiting for the bus to
pick us up and take us to the camp site.
When the bus arrived, we all hurried into
the bus and drove off to the campsite and
eventually reaching the campsite. There
we walked deep into the forest finding a
suitable ground to camp for the night and
thank God the campsite had bathrooms.
After that, the Halls people handed out the
tents to the winning teams and hutchies to
the other remaining teams. Unfortunately,
we got hutchies and there were 7 girls in
one hutchie, and | got the end of a hutchie
which was a pain.

After setting up the hutchie it started
hailing. We all had to stay inside, and
everything was getting soaking wet since |
was on the end. | was getting more wet, not
only that but there was a hole in the hutchie
sheet above my friend Divya’s side. Well
after the rain stopped a bit, we all got out to
wear the rain jackets and prepare dinner.
All the food were supplied by the ‘Halls
Outdoor’. We just had to make the food and
menu was pasta. We all worked as a team
cutting the vegies and finally cooking
everything. By the time ate dinner it got
pitch black outside and had to use head
torches.

Our path to ‘Grants Picnic Ground’

After dinner and dessert, we all headed
towards a shed that was near us and spent
some time-sharing jokes and doing fun
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activities with the Halls people. | must say
the Halls people have a good sense of
humour. Anyways, it was time for bed, we
all headed to our hutchies and went to
sleep.

Day?2: Tuesday (23/08/2022)

That night | had a very inconsistent sleep
because of the rain and hail, everything
was getting wet, my swag, my sleeping
mat, sleeping bag, and me. However, |
wore so many layers that | didn’'t get cold
but had to wake-up early morning around 4
or 5 to dry myself off, same as my friend
Divya. After that we didn’t go to sleep, we
decided to stay awake, stay in the
bathroom because it was dry and to get
organised. Soon everything started to get
brighter, and everyone started to wake-up
by that time Divya and me were dressed
and ready to go. We returned to our
hutchies to just roll-up our sleeping bags
and take down the hutchie. After pack-up
we had a bit of breakfast which was just
fruit bread, wasn’t the best but just dealt
with it.

Our bushy pathway

When everything was done, we had to
resume amazing race by completing
challenge which was getting the specific
colour balls as fast as fast as we can blind
folded one person at a time can enter the
circle. Our team’s colour was purple balls.

We all collected all the balls as fast as we
could, still ended up last but that's ok. We
once again started the race, but before we
left, the Halls people provided all the
groups with 1 radio device to communicate
if an emergency occurred. This time our
supervisors was no longer going to be with
us, but we had a teacher, Miss Smith. Then
we set off to win the race and we were
given the next clue, where our maps will be
needed. A Halls person kindly showed us
the path.

We went through the bushes and
encountered many different hard situations
that we had to cross.

Our path was very lengthy, but we kept on
walking because we had no other choice.
Somewhat it was relaxing walking through
the forest and experiencing rain and hail.

Our walk-through rain hail

After the long hike, we finally reached Kurth
Kiln track where our next challenge was
waiting for us. This challenge was to cook
damper by creating a campfire with a flint
and stick which had no time penalty. Use of
firelighters a time penalty of 5 minutes each
chonk, match sticks a time penalty of 2
minutes each stick, or cotton balls a time
penalty of 1 minute each ball. The only
problem was that everything was wet that’'s
why the fire wasn’t catching with the flint
and stick. We used 2 match sticks, 2
chonks of firelighters and wood. It worked,
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we made a small fire and | have to say it
wasn'’t easy getting a fire happening and
maintaining it was hard. We did it and
managed to cook the damper, | tried some,
it wasn’t bad in fact it was taste-less.

After we completed this challenge, we got
our seventh clue which was a location, and
the location was ‘Shipwreck Falls’. | found
Shipwreck Falls on the map and |
navigated my team through the path. It was
another long walk, we even got lost at one
point, so we had to communicate through
radio with the Halls people. Ash found us
and showed us the pathway. We again
started walking and eventually reaching
Shipwreck Falls, where we had wraps for
lunch it was tasty.

Creating the campfire cooking damper

At Shipwreck Falls we had to do an activity
which was caving, and | was looking
forward to this activity but no one else
wanted to do it so | was the only one.
Therefore, rest of the people went back
with Mr Delaney, and | stayed back with
Miss Smith and Divya. Divya didn’t want to
do it, but | forced her to come down to the
entrance of the cave. | went caving with a
Halls person and it was super fun and
terrifying at the same time. After caving,
Divya, Miss Smith and | walked back where
we cooked damper, where everyone will be
picked up by the bus to go back to school.
After the long walk back to the campfire
place, we returned everything that was

provided to us. We were picked up and
drove back to school. In the end our team
didn’t win but it was not just about winning
it was about finishing the race and what we
learnt in the race.

Conclusion:

This camp was definitely an experience to
remember from Yr. 10. | learnt many
different leadership and life skills such as
teamwork, speaking up if something
doesn’t feel right, reading a map, and
communicating on a radio device.

The Earthquake

Abhay Aranya Dutta (age 11 years)

In the lush rainforests of Bangladesh, there
was a boy who lived with his Grandmother.
They were eating the usual bread and
sugar breakfast when everything started to
shake. “Grandma, help!”, the boy cried, but
there was no response. That's when the
ceiling came tumbling down. The boy felt a
sting of bricks, and gradually blacked out,
until his world blacked.

The boy awoke from the rubble expecting
to have cuts and bruises, but he was
flabbergasted to see that he was fine. He
tried to call again. “Grandma!? Where are
you?!” he cried. No response. He tried to lift
up the bricks, but there was no use. He
would be stuck here for a while. Or would
he? He heard the pealing sound of an
ambulance, hoping it would be for him.
Without a sense of time, it felt like the
ambulance was hours to come, though it
was just across the road. Finally, he felt the
bricks easing off him and he saw the
Emergency crew, which looked like it had
an antique car. That’s strange, he thought,
but this was a crucial part of his thoughts.
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“Ywere iz a boye!” a voice called. It
sounded like a different accent.

He was soon out of the rubble and on to the
ground. This looked nothing like the lush
rainforests of Bangladesh! It looked like a
city, with lots of cars and buildings. He read
a sign which read “Tour Eiffel” He was
certainly not in Bangladesh, right? That's
when he saw a couple dancing. He
wondered who they could be. So, he raced
over and went to see the wedding sign. It
read her grandmother’'s name!

He found some clown clothes left by
someone on the street and decided to
disguise himself. “Hello” he exclaimed to
her supposed grandmother. “I didn’t know
we hired a clown! Do you know about this?”
her supposed grandmother asked the
expected husband. “No, | did not.” The
husband replied. The boy continued,
“‘Excuse me, what year is it again?” He
thought maybe this was like her daughter.
“Why would you want to know?!” defended
the Husband. “Just tell him the year. He
probably didn’t go to school.” Reasoned the
bride. “The year is 1948”

He was shocked at what he had heard.
How could he not have known?! The
antique car, the buildings, his grandmother
being young, it all now made sense. Then
he realised that the husband is just his late
Grandfather! He wanted to get out of this
mess, like a rat in a cage. He felt trapped,
and he needed to escape.

He then thought of a great plan. He
guessed that when the rubble fell on him,
he died, and he got transported to the same
problem that caused his death, in his new
body and in 1948. He just needed to die, so
he’d be sent back to the present. It was
convoluted, but it could work. So, he looked
on a local map and found a cliff.

“Hello” he told a local taxi, which were just
invented. “I need to go to this location.” He

pointed at the cliff on the map. “Are you
suor? Do you have any monee?” This
accent was strange. “I will pay you back
later, | promise” reasoned the boy. So, the
boy was taken to the cliff. This was it.
3...2...1...JUMP! He started free falling
through the air, plummeting towards the
ground as it seemed to get closer and
closer. And...SPLAT! He had landed. This
time his world blacked instantly, and it felt
like getting stung by 50 bees and also if you
were allergic to them. He woke up, and he
was surprised to see that he was in bed! He
came downstairs, where he could still see
the rubble in the living room. Yep, this was
definitely Bangladesh. When he came to
the kitchen, he saw... GRANDMA! He did
the fullest hug he ever did in his life.
Grandma replied, “WOW, Arjun, you were
in a coma for weeks! No-one thought you'd
ever wake up.” He smiled, wow, she has no
idea, he thought. When he realised, he’'d
never be able to pay back the taxi driver.
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Some Art work

Painting by Aditri Saha (age 9 years)

Painting by Mrittika Sarker (age 14 years)
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Painting by Drissha Das (age 10 years)

Painting by Aarohi Saha (age 5 years)
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Painting by Sapnil Sarker (ae 12 years)

Durga

Ira Sen (age 7 years)

This is Durga. She is a mother goddess of
power, strength and protection. Durga uses
her legendary powers against evil. She was
found in the Indus Valley civilization in an
ancient Hindu culture. She has ten hands!

She has a mount which is a Lion.
Mahishasura is a half Buffalo demon who
asked Brahma to have immortality because
he was very pleased of Mahishasura’s
devotion. Then Brahma said, “l can’t give
you immortality,” Mahishasura got mad so,
he played a trick on Brahma and said,
“Actually, it is okay that | didn’'t get
immortality, but can only women kill me?”
He said that because he thought women
are weak to him, but he never thought that
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women could be strong like men, and

Brahma granted the boon and
Mahishasura was verry happy and if any
women from heaven came near him, he
would kill them. Then, luckily Durga came
and she was very brave and strong and
killed Mahishasura! She saved the day!

Mahishasura learned his lesson which is
not to bully each other and say that they
are weak.
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Pianist-Composers: An In-
Depth Analysis

Ahron Sen (age 14 years)

Preface

Pianist-composers possess the captivating
ability to reawaken our hearts and shape
the trajectories our lives follow, with a
curiosity that knows no bounds, an innate
longing to venture into unexplored
territories, and an ocean of thoughts and
ideas to guide their pianistic endeavours.
Every pianist-composer has a unique
approach to features such as the
implementation of compositional
techniques, musical expression, and
interpretation, which are notable examples
of defining characteristics that distinguish
them from one another. This paper has
been shortened for brevity, and briefly
details Frédéric Francois Chopin, and
provides an analysis of his Prelude in E
minor (Op. 28, No. 4). An overview of
Sergei Vasilyevich Rachmaninoff’s, and
analysis of his ‘Prelude in C-sharp minor’
will be provided in the complete paper. In
addition, my personal journey as a pianist-
composer will be included, and the analysis
of my original composition ‘Love’s
Memory’. Frédéric Frangois Chopin

Frédéric Francois Chopin (1 March 1810 -
17 October 1849) was a leading pianist of
the Romantic period, marked by an
originality, = emotional
freedom, and
experimentation with form. Figure 1

emphasis on
expression and

provides a photograph of the pianist-
composer from 1849. The Prelude in E
minor (Op. 28, No. 4) is included in
Chopin’s 24 Preludes (Op. 28), with one
written for each of the 24 musical keys. A
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prelude was initially defined as an
introductory piece of music. However,
Chopin defied this meaning, with each of
his 24 Preludes (Op. 28) expressing their
unique ideas and emotions, providing a
layer of distinction between each prelude
forming the set. Chopin did not name each
prelude, meaning that the pianist-
composer may have wanted the
compositions’ emotional character to be
determined by their structural content. In
addition, the pianist-composer requested
for the piece to be performed at his funeral.
The right hand performs a descending
chromatic melody line while bringing down
the left-hand triads. Figure 2 showcases
the sheet music as a reference point:

Structural Characteristics

The first musical direction in the
composition is ‘Largo’, indicating that the
prelude should be performed slowly and
with dignity. The piece begins with an
octave before it opens its heartfelt letter
quietly, with the performer playing an E
minor chord in the left hand, which is in the
first inversion. For four bars, the right-hand
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alternates between the notes B and C.

Prelude in E minor
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Figure 2: Chopin’s Prelude in E minor (Op.
28 No. 4)

Afterwards, the B flat acts as the transition
note between the B and the A. The left-
hand makes its chromatic descent
throughout the whole piece while providing
the harmonic framework for the single-note
melody. These aspects make the audience
feel as if the composition is “sinking” under
the weight of its melancholy yet trying to
blossom with a lingering hope. One
instance where this hopeful character is
expressed is in the seventh bar, which is
located in the first half of the piece. In the
second half, the opening section returns
with a newfound intensity especially
emphasised in the sixteenth to the
seventeenth bar. This section is where the
composition is marked as ‘stretto’, defined
as performing a musical passage faster
than usual. It unexpectedly attempts to
escape its morbid fate by defiantly leaping
a minor sixth from the melody. Once more,
it rises by the same interval in the latter bar
to reach a C, which is the highest note in
the piece. This registeral peak corresponds
with the dynamic marking ‘forte’, meaning
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to play loudly. This conflict between a
mournful and hopeful character adds
sincerity to the story the music seeks to tell.
However, the piece fails to overcome its
doom and accepts its fate, slowly dying
away towards the composition’s
conclusion, indicated by the musical
direction ‘smorz’ (an abbreviation for
‘smorzando’), before reaching an
unforeseen silence. The piece’s conclusion
is performed in pianissimo, with two chords
played in succession to the resolution,
which is the E minor chord in root position,
before tapering off. The prelude’s long-
lasting sffering has ceased.

Sergei Vasilyevich
Rachmaninoff

Figure 3: Sergei Vasilyevich Rachmaninoff
(1921)

Sergei Vasilyevich Rachmaninoff (1 April
1873 - 28 March 1943) was one of the best
representatives of Romanticism in Russian
classical music and was a pianist,
composer and conductor. The Prelude in
C-sharp minor is included in a set of five
piano pieces, given the French title
'Morceaux de fantaisie', meaning 'Fantasy
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Pieces' in English. The prelude itself is also
referred to by the less common name ‘The
Bells of Moscow’, due to the recurring A, G
sharp, and C sharp theme present
throughout the composition. It is written in
ternary form (ABA) form, a three-part
musical framework consisting of an
opening section, the following section, and
a repetition of the first section. Figure 2
showcases the first page written music for
the Prelude in C-sharp minor.

Structural Characteristics

The prelude’s first section begins with the
A, G sharp, and C sharp musical motif
performed in ‘fortissimo’, meaning to play
very loudly. Single notes are played in the
right hand, and octaves are played in the
left hand so that the sound produced can
be distinctively loud and resonant, similar
to the sound of ringing bells. Afterwards,
chromatically  structured triads are
performed in pianississimo (defined as
very, very quiet) in both hands to respond
to this ominous signal. They emphasise the
conflict  between  hopefulness and
gloominess, demonstrated by the contrast
in expression from the fifth to the sixth bar,
where the triads played in the upper
register uplift the audience. The prelude’s
second section is titled ‘Agitato’, meaning
to perform in an unsettled manner, and
starts with heart-sinking triplets performed
in the right hand. The left hand provides
harmonic support, performing one and two-
note melodic lines. The second section
then transitions to interlocking chordal
triplets. They gradually increase in intensity
in the climactic buildup to the recapitulation
of the first section, which is written for four
staves to accommodate a larger volume of
notes, before ending on a seven-bar coda,
which is written as mezzo forte at the
beginning (meaning half-loud), before
ending on a very, very quiet note,
symbolising that the composition may have

only delayed the path towards its inevitable
doom.

Prélude in C# Minor

Cepreit Bacwsersm Paxmaimiion Opus 3 No. 2 Sergei Vasilievich Rachmaninoff

(1873 - 1943)
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Figure 4: Rachmaninoff's Prelude in C-
sharp minor (first page)

Ahron Sen

As a modern-day pianist-composer, | take
inspiration from personal experiences that
have left an unforgettable impact on my life,
in addition to compositional techniques
structuring pianistic masterpieces by
pianist-composers such as Yann Tiersen,
with his minimalist approach to music
creation, with a notable example of a
composition being 'La valse d'Amélie,
which consists of a repeated left-hand
figure, and a one-note melody performed
in the right hand. This single note melody
transitions to a triplet pattern throughout
the piece. Another pianist-composer that
inspires me is Luke Faulkner, with his
distinctive, luscious melodies. An example
is his waltz titled ‘Silhouette’, which can be

divided into three sections: an opening
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melody, a brief middle section with an
undulating texture (smooth rising and
falling form), and the return of the opening
section, but reharmonised against an
ascending bass-line.

| wrote a composition titled 'Love's
Memory', which is currently in its first stage
of development. It was inspired by
mundaneness of everyday life. The opening
duplets provide a subtle reference to the
piece's central theme.

Love's Memory
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Figure 5: ‘Love’s Memory' by Ahron Sen

They should be performed with an ethereal
touch and expression to serve as a heartfelt
introduction to the composition. The
following section consists of a waltz figure
performed in the left hand, while the right
hand performs a one-note melody to
emphasise the loneliness we may feel
managing our struggles in our day-to-day
life. Afterwards, the left hand continues the
exact waltz figure, but the right hand starts
playing octaves instead of single notes,

producing a richer tone. The repetitiveness
symbolises how each day can be similar to
one another, acting as the foundation for
the pleasant surprises that occur in our
lives. The variations of the central theme
represent these unexpected events and
seek to express the relentless passage of
time. Finally, the duplets are reintroduced,
refocusing the audience's attention and
providing a clear connection between the
piece's introduction and conclusion.
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UNUSUAL MUSIC

A collection of unusual facts about music.

SUBHAJIT CHATTOPADHYAY

Music is a higher revelation than all
wisdom and philosophy. Music is the
electrical soil in which the spirit lives,

thinks and invents -- Beethoven

Who does not love music? It is something
which relaxes our mind and soul. Music has
originated thousands of years ago and with
the evolution of music, different
instruments were invented based on
different cultures and geography. Musical
instruments like Piano, Guitar etc. became
very popular and are known to most of us
for their beautiful sound, flavour and
texture. But there are some unusual
instruments, some of which you might have
seen or heard but did not know the unusual
thing about that and some of the myth we
have for musical instruments you might not
have heard or seen ever. There are many
interesting facts which |1 am going to share
today. | hope you find this article
interesting.

Toha

This is an unusual and exotic instrument
called Toha or the Totem Harp and is an
instrument which has been created by
Victor Gama. This instrument was inspired
by the sociable weaver birds of Southern
Africa that build their nests in big bundles
of closely knit communities. The Toha has
44 strings divided into two sections of a
diatonic scale with three octaves each. The
two musicians facing each other can play it
using the tip of their fingers or their nails
while weaving together a piece of music
they themselves create.

As an instrument that can be played by two
musicians each has a set of strings with the
same tuning on each side of the

instrument. It has a beautiful sound and is
one of the most unique musical instruments
in the world.

Musical Road or Singing
Road

This is an interesting one. There are few
roads in various countries which | will
mention which are called musical road or
singing road. A musical road is a road or a
specific portion of a road which when
driven over causes a tactile vibration and
audible rumbling that can be felt through
the wheels and body of the vehicle.
Interestingly, this rumbling is heard within
the car as well as the surrounding areas,
meaning anyone near the road can also
hear them while the car passes through the
portion and all of the rumbling is heard in
the form of a musical tune.

There are musical roads in many places
like Denmark, Hungary, Japan, USA,
Indonesia, South Korea, Iran, Taiwan and
China. There was also one in Netherlands
called the Dutch, “Singing Road” but it was

U
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silenced after the villagers complained who
used to live nearby.

The first known musical road, the
Asphaltophone, was created in October
1995 in a place called Gylling in Denmark.
The road is made from a series of raised
pavement markers spaced out at
intermittent intervals so that as a vehicle
passes over the markers, the vibrations
caused by the wheels can be heard inside
the car.

Cat Organ also known as
Cat Piano

The Cat Organ or the Cat Piano is a
hypothetical musical instrument which
consists of a line of cats fixed in place with
their tails stretched out underneath a
keyboard so that they cry out when a key is
pressed. The cats would be arranged
according to the natural tone of their
voices. Very brutal, Isn’t it?

Well, there is no official record of this
instrument actually being built but this
hypothetical bizarre concept has been
described in literature. It is something
similar to Piganino which is an instrument
using pigs and which was actually used to
criticise the poor.

This instrument was described by the
French writer Jean-Baptiste Weckerlin in
this book Musiciana, extraits d'ouvrages
rares ou bizarres (Musiciana, descriptions
of rare or bizarre inventions).

Pan Tre

The BPan Tre, which translates as “bamboo
musical instrument” is an especially
unusual instrument as there are only two in
the world, made by Viethamese refugee
Minh Tam Nguyen to give himself a

creative outlet in the labour camp he had
been sent to. A fusion of European and
Asian musical traditions, it is made from
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recycled materials found around the camp:
a bamboo tube; a four-liter tin of olive oil
that amplifies the sound traveling down the
tube; and 23 strings made from the inside
of a United States army telephone cable.

The best way to learn is through the
powerful form of rhythm—Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart

Erhu

The Erhu is a two-stringed bowed musical
instrument from China more specifically a
spike fiddle which is also known as
Chinese two-stringed violin. Many of you
might have heard many street performers
play this instrument in various places
around Melbourne.

2

It is used as a solo instrument as well as in
small ensembles and large orchestras. It
has a typical sound and flavour. Its a very
versatile instrument as is used both in
traditional and contemporary music.

The origin can be traced back proto-
Monoglic instruments which first appeared
in China during the Tang Dynasty. It is said
to have evolved from the Xiqgin.

Now comes the interesting part. Its
characteristic sound is produced through
the vibration of the python skins by bowing
which forms the cover of the resonator or
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the sound bound. This instrument does not
have a fingerboard. The horse hair bow is
never separated from the strings as it
passes between them as opposed to over
them.

Aeolus Acoustic Wind
Pavilion
Aeolus is a 10 tonne instrument created by

Artist Luke Jerram. Long wires stretch from
poles to a large metal arch.

Each wire vibrates in the wind; the sound is
then amplified by pipes. The result is an
eerie, pulsing sound like a minimalist piece
of music by composer Steve Reich in which
tones come and go depending on the wind.

The Vegetable Orchestra

The Vegetable Orchestra is an Austrian
Musical Group who use instruments made
entirely from fresh vegetables. Very
unusual isn’t it?

e m
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The group was founded in February 1998 in Vienna and it consists of ten musicians, one cook
and one sound technician.

The instruments are constructed with carrots, celery, zucchini, squash, peppers and few other
vegetables before the performances take place. The sound is amplified using some special
microphones. After the performances, the leftover vegetables and off-cuts are cooked into a
soup for the audience.

They have invented more than 150 types of
instruments like carrot xylophones, radish bass
flute, pumpkin drums, leek violins, onion
maracas and many others.

| hope you liked all the things that | had shared
with all of you today. | am sure, all of you are
guestioning, are there many such and to answer
you all, there are plenty and covering them is
beyond the scope of this article but if you have
loved these unusual things which | shared here,
definitely search them in YouTube to see how they sound and | am sure you will be more than
amazed.

| am logging off now and see you all in our next publication.

Call Us Today On

Professional Accounting | Tax | Consulting | CFO Services
for Individual and Businesses

What We Do
v' Tax Returns for Individual, Sole Trader, Company and Trust
v' Business Structuring & Formation
v' Business Start Up Support
v Bookkeeping & Payroll
v~ Accounting System (Xero, MYOB, QuickBooks etc.) Set Up & Automation
v  GST, Super, BAS, IAS
v" Business Buy/Sell Support Including Due Diligence Check

Prabir Deb

+61 0470550119
pcdeb.im@gmail.com
prabir@edgeadvisoryservices.com.au
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CRICKET: THROUGHOUT
THE AGES

Somdeep Bhattacharyya (age 13
years)

Introduction

Did you know that the first match of cricket
ever played was in 1646 when a group of
young boys saw that the grass was so
short, they could roll a lump of wool on it.
Then they made the wool into a ball and hit
it with a stick. Now obviously we don't roll
wool and hit it with a stick anymore, and if
you do, well that’s not really cricket now, is
it? How has this changed so much? It's
been changing for almost 4 centuries, yet
still has new rules coming out, if you want
to find out why, then you better keep
reading.

The generations of cricket

Cricket has been a staple of the sports
industry for centuries, in fact cricket is the
2nd highest viewed/supported sport in
history with a whopping 2.5 billion cricket
fans roaming the earth. Teams have been
supported for many decades and fanbases
have changed every generation. For
example, if you asked an older adult what
cricket format they like. They’re probably
going to say test cricket. Whereas if you
ask a young adult, teens or kids, they will
most likely pick T20’s. However, let's
discuss why this stereotype is so correct.
The main reason is that most of the adults
didn’t have T20 cricket and some of them
didn’'t even have ODI cricket in their era
since test cricket was the only form of
cricket they could watch. It has stayed like
that because once something is your
favourite, it is hard to leave behind. Every
time | even ask my dad, he always says test
cricket is the best, for me its ODI’s though.
Throughout the generations, cricket gets

S

more and more important, but so do the
rivalries. | support the Australian cricket
team, whilst my dad supports India, this
leads to some 5- star banter and friendly
laughs. If Australia wins, I laugh in my dad’s
face and if India wins, well it’s the other way
around.

Back Then VS Now

Every type of cricket has immensely
changed throughout time, but test cricket
has been affected by this the most. Back in
the 60’s,70’s and 80’s, pace bowlers just
had one job. To terrify the batsman with
their horrific pace, bowling high 140’s that
swing. Pace bowlers didn’t have as much
variation as they do now and just keep
bowling amazing deliveries. Some pace
greats were David Lillee, Miachel Holding
and Andy Roberts all being extremely fast
and dangerous. Nowadays pace bowling
has evolved with different variations like leg
and off-cutters (when a pace bowler makes
the ball move one way after it bounces) and
the outright speed has decreased a tad.
Cricket is a competitive sport but not as
much as it was back then. Now there is
more team spirit, friendliness and less
aggressive attitudes. In the olden times
sledging (unfriendly banter) was a big issue
which later started getting penalised. ODI’s
used to be played with 60 overs and one
innings, each day... so it wasn’t even an
ODI. The scoring of runs has also changed
as the skill gap keeps getting bigger, more
runs are being scored. An ideal match-
winning score in ODI’s used to be 230-250
but now it's 350-380. This just shows that
the batting and bowling skill gaps are
increasing.

The laughs and giggles of
cricket
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Even though cricket is a posh sport, there
are many historic moments which are just
so funny. From unorthodox batting/bowling
styles to hilarious falls and bumps, when it
comes to cricket, the comedy just never
stops. So, as this serious talk nears its end,
let’s finish it off with some fine laughs and
smiles. As you hear the word “unorthodox”
and know a few cricket players, one of them
comes to mind. The one and only Steve
Smith. Smith is an amazing player who
plays till this date for Australia. If you
pictured a ballerina who was very twitchy
and weird but was amazing at cricket. Well,
that's Steve Smith, a good athlete but an
even better entertainer. His style of batting
is very different to other players. He starts
off wide of middle stump then as the bowler
sprints in, he shifts to middle stump. This
just looks obscure and different. Even
when he leaves the ball it is the funniest

Diary disaster

Meghraj Paul (age 10 years)

WOW this diary has a gratifying cover |
want it" | mumbled to myself, my voice
echoed around the musty, old shop. | just
loved the cover "your wish is my
command”. It was so intriguing. | slowly
turned around to see the shopkeeper who
was an old man with gold teeth, a glass eye
and several scars on his face, sitting down
at the counter swinging on his rocking
chair. Just looking at him gave me eerie
shivers up my spine. | was quiet as a
mouse as | quietly walked over to the
counter as the floor under me gave out a
scratchy creek. | reached the counter and
slid the; thick diary over to him. He grabbed
it aggressively and asked "What's yee
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thing ever. He is like an energetic dancer
jolting across the pitch. Here are a few

examples....

‘B_\'“ "“f‘ﬁ*-'“\'

Steve Smith doing unorthodox leaves and dancing around
against England.

Thank you everyone! | hope you enjoyed
this trip down the memory lane and I'm
sure your love for cricket will never end so
as mine.

name fellow shopper's name" in a southern
eastern accent.

" My name is Meghraj" | replied

"Well Meghraj BEWARE when writing in
this book, as troubles lay ahead, write in
this monstrosity if you dare" the mysterious
man warned, "hahaha good joke but, I'l
still buy it" | replied again crying out in
laughter.

I drove home thinking about what the old
man said. What did he mean when he said
troubles lay ahead?

| entered Macdonald's drive which is the
bumpy old street | live on. | stepped on the
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accelerator and my car took off in an
unexpected jolt of speed. | slammed on the
brakes , my car stopped in a jolt and
almost tipped over.l parked my car on the
driveway and "CLUNK" jammed my
rusty,old key into the lock on my door.

When | walk into my house | take off my
backpack and pull out my new diary as |
feel the fresh, rubbery leather cover. It still
had that odour that newly made leather
has.Because of the cover on the diary |
used it to write my wishes and dreams. |
grabbed a black ballpoint pen and started
to swiftly scribble down my first wish. My
most wanted wish was to get a luxurious
off-road suv. So It would be easier to drive
and it's cool how you could take it off road
as well. "Swoosh, Swish, Sparkle” the next
morning | abruptly woke up hearing weird
fairytale-like noises coming from outside
my house. | put on my comfy, luxurious light
green avocado oodie along with my
matching super warm avocado slippers
and | walked onto my driveway. To see a
glistening, white Range Rover Discovery
parked on my driveway | paced around this
mysterious car inspecting it, my eyes filled
with sparkles. The car came with an
electronic key and a gold trimmed note that
read " This is one of the wishes that you
wanted and your wish is my command, but
beware as each wish has a consequence"
The letter read. "Oh my God, | can't believe
the wish | wrote in the diary came true, |
never thought this would happen in my
whole life" | bellowed, springing up in the
air to high-five the sky. My neighbours
suspiciously started to stare at me. | read
the note on my new car and | thought about
what could possibly go wrong with my car.
It's a brand new car, there's obviously no
problem. I'll still get it checked by the
mechanic before | go to work. | drove to the
mechanics to get my car checked because
I was still shaking in my boots from what
the letter had written on it." All done sir,
your car has no problems, it's a totally

brand new car" the mechanic assured me,
his advice gave me more confidence while
driving my new car.

| finished making the last sandwich at
subway where | work and started to head
to my brand new car. Only to see that my
car had been stolen, then | realised that it
was too good to be true. Maybe the book
gave me my wish but it took it away as soon
as it gave it to me, maybe this was the
consequence. | spent the next dreadful
hour sadly trudging home in the sizzling
heat of a friday afternoon, on which I'm
supposed to be happy about the
weekends. When | reached my house |
walked in dragging puddles of sweat along
with me. | sat down to relax and turned on
the news. Bright pixels shone in my face as
| got the most shocking news of my life: my
new magic car was used for a bank robbery
on High street In 18th Avenue. My jaws
dropped to the dirty, carpeted floor as |
watched video footage of 3 heavily armed
robbers exiting the city bank and driving
away in the same Range Rover Discovery.
The panic took control of my body as | sat
there completely paralysed by shock. " Oh
no, oh no, they'll track down the number
plate and find my address. I'm going to be
a criminal, I'll be rotting the rest of my life
away in a prison cell, OH NO" | mumbled to
myself in a trance.

| rushed to get my book and sat down to
make my 2nd wish. | got another pen and
started to write in the book." | wish the
police force doesn't track my number plate
and they catch the real crooks who robbed
the bank, ~ | read after writing my wish
down in a rush. | kept on reading out my
wish and praying to god that it would work.
When suddenly | heard a knock on the
door, not a soft "can | please come in"
knock but a "open the door immediately or
we will break it down" sort of knock. " This
is the United Nations police department
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and you are under arrest, come out with
your hands up" a hoarse voice from outside
my house threatened. | slightly cracked
open a window and started screaming over
the police officer yelling into a microphone
" | am totally innocent, those robbers stole
my car and used it for the robbery" |
pleaded in innocence. " This is our last
warning to open the door or we will have to
break it down" He yelled back as if hadn't
heard what | just said. | Looked into his cold
blue eyes as he gave me a death glare

"CRASH?" | heard the splinter of wood.

Five (5) men barged into my house and
pinned me down to the ground, everything
was blurry after that | remember being
loaded into a black truck and taken to a
cold, grim place. " Fresh meat, Fresh meat"
| kept on hearing everyone around me
shout. "Ohhhh" | groaned. Waking up the
next morning | saw thick concrete walls
covered in dirt and grime all around me.
Where was 1? | kept on thinking to myself,
was | dead? Was this hell because it sure
didn't look like heaven. Then a light bulb
clicked. I was in jail. | JUST KNEW THIS
WOULD HAPPEN. | stood up and heard
other prison inmates banging on their metal
cell doors, it was as if they were going
crazy. | even saw one of the inmates
banging so hard that he was bending the
through my ears a prison guard walked
through the hall banging on all of the cell
doors with his dark black baton "clank'
"clunk” "dinner time you dirty old criminals"
he insulted stomping past me. He too gave
me a dirty look just like that officer outside
my house. What is wrong with the police
force is that literally every police officer is
giving me dirty looks. It just made me want
to scream, but in my head
obviously."Briiiing” the sharpo shriek came
again, 'thonk' the cell door zoomed open.
All of the inmates walked out as if they were
being forced to have dinner, | sheepishly
walked through a crowd of giant bodies

pushing and shoving through rough
elbows. | sat down at the dinner bench with
cold, hard mashed potatoes along with
gooey string beans." | guess this is my life
now living my life rotting in jail."HUAHh” |
sighed. Wait | had an idea what if | get my
diary back and write another wish | might
get away. If | ran away to another country
they would forget about me. After dinner |
went to sleep excited about tomorrow.
Wake up everyone, time for your morning
exercise. | leaped out of bed, yawning my
lungs out.

Everyone was out on the yard running laps
and doing push-ups. | went up to one of the
officers and told him that | had an emotional
support diary at home that | needed. After |
finished explaining this to him he just
ignored me. Even after 10 minutes of
explaining he wouldn't budge. | just kept on
annoying him until he randomly started
shouting " Ok fine I'll tell someone to go to
your house to get it, so just shut up and
stop annoying me!".

"Ok sheesh, my guy calm down" | kept on
repeating trying to calm down this raging
beast.. A few long hours later when | was
getting ready for bed a guard marched into
my cell and dropped my diary onto the floor
and stomped out. | didn't want to seem so
excited or other prison inmates would
become suspicious of what's happening.
so | just creeped up to the diary and picked
it up, doing a silent hooray in my mind. |
flicked through my diary vigorously trying to
find the pen I slid in there, ' Huhhh it's not
here | guess, must've dropped out when
they were getting the book".

"Ahhhhh" | screamed and yelled, punching
the concrete wall repeatedly, ignoring the
inmmense agony on my
knuckles.Eventually | got tired and “THUD"
fell to the ground. | woke up in the morning
with bleeding knuckles and a sore back,
"Owch" | yelped, picking myself up from the
ice cold ground.l took a quick two-minute
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shower and headed into the breakfast
room. There was a whole crowd of people
circling around a table shouting “Eat, Eat,
And Eat" and jumping up and down. It was
as if there was an earthquake and | was at
the source of itl pushed and shoved
through the crowd trying to see what was
going on, but | wasn't that strong compared
to the other people in the prison so | didn't
make it far. Still | could kind of make out
what was happening. The fact that | was tall
kind of helped.I could see two men sitting
at the table chomping down on bowls of
cereal, to me it looked like an eating
competition. "Times up peeps!" A short and
wide man shouted.

Suddenly both men slammed their bowls
down onto the table. The man on the right
ate 3 bowls of cereal and the man on the
left ate 8 bowls. | asked some people
around me how much time they had to eat,
most people said they only had a minute.
"Are these guys’ professional eaters or are
they just aliens because it takes me 5
minutes to eat only one bowl". The guards
then marched in and told everyone to
return to quietly eating their breakfast. After
everyone finished eating breakfast we had
to return to our cells. A few minutes after |
arrived a guard banged on the jail cell bar
doors and announced that | had a new
roommate. "Uhhh" | reeked with shock,
hearing this. How would | escape now, he
would want to come too and | can't take the
thought of him messing it up. "I'll just have
to do it secretly at night" | muttered to
mys3elf making sure no one heard me.
Suddenly a tall and skinny guy walked in.
He had a clean shave, short curly hair and
for some reason dark green eyes. He was
silent and he didn't say hi or hello, he just
creeped in, sorted out his stuff and went to
sleep letting out a big sigh. It looked as if
he was tired so | didn't bother talking to him.
A few hours passed and | was still thinking
about how | was going to write my wish. |
was pacing up and down the jail cell when

| suddenly tripped knocking over the other
guy's stuff. | dropped down to the floor
trying to pick everything up when | saw that
he had a pen.

| dropped all of his stuff and picked up the
pen. | had already planned what my wish
was going to be and | had a plan on how to
escape. | didn't want to escape right now
because most prisoners are still awake and
could start a riot along with the fact that
most guards are active right now. | went to
sleep as well and woke up at night. Then |
wrote not just 1 but 2 wishes. My first wish:
| want the power of superstrenth, my
second wish: | want the power of being able
to erase other people’s memories of the
last three days. Immediately | felt my arms
bulge as huge muscles formed on my arms
after that experience ended. My fingers
started glowing a bright orange, | felt that
this was the power of memory erasement
forming. | shoved my diary into my pocket
and used my bare hands to bend open the
bars in my jail cell with ease. | tiptoed
through the hallway like a mouse through a
house. | arrived at the huge metal door that
led out to the main yard where we
exercised each morning. There was a
guard holding a taser aiming it at me, using
my super quick reflexes | flashed my
abnormally glowing hands in front of him.
"Thud" he fell to the ground slowly
forgetting everything that happened in the
last few days. " Crunch" | crushed the lock
and walked through the door.

| was outside the prison, all that was left
was to pass through the gigantic brick
walls. This would prove to be a challenge
because there are about 50 guards on
patrol around the walls. "Well 50 guards is
better than 200" | whispered to myself
hoping to gain some self confidence, | ran
as fast as | could towards the wall and tried
to jump over but that was a dumb move
because it was 10 meteres high. | only
made it 2 metres before | started to fall
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down. Again using my super quick reflexes
| punched a hole into the wall and slid my
hand into it holding me up above the
ground.

| punched a few more holes and started to
climb up putting in my hands first then my
feet second. | was slowly reaching the top
punching a lot of holes the whole way.
When suddenly the wall started to wobble,
all of the holes that | had punched had
made it very unstable. | struggled to climb
up because of all the turbulence. | was
nearly there and | didn't want to start again,
so | forgot about punching holes and
climbing. | held on to the ledge ready to
pounce, when | felt ready | jumped up
grabbing hold of the top of the wall. | was
hanging 10 metres above the ground as |
desperately tried to pull myself up. I finally
managed to get up onto the wall, | was half
a metre wide so It was a breeze standing
on it. | was going to jump over when | saw
a guard standing on a watch post aiming a
gun at me. | froze in fear but again pointed
my hand at him as he clobbered down the
stairs of the watch post. Hearing the loud
noise, the other 49 guards came running
towards where | was. But one look at my
hand made them stop in their tracks as they
crashed into each other. | jumped off the
wall cushioning my fall by landing in a bush.
| crawled out of the bush as | spotted a bike
locked against a pole. " | know this is
stealing but | have to do this for my own
good" | told myself as | broke the lock. |
hopped onto the bike and sped off to my
house when | arrived as always. My key
was under my welcome carpet but | didn't
need it because my front door was broken
in half. From the time the police broke into
my house to arrest me. The first thing | did
when | walked in was start the stove, when
the fire had started | shoved the diary into
the fire using pliers, hoping to never see it
again. When | was sure it was destroyed |
looked at my hand trying to forget
everything that had happened, but my

power was gone. Well, | guess this is one
part of my life I'll never forget.

Saraswathi’s Dairy
Saesha Ghosh (age 11 years)

Hi! My name is Saraswathi and I'm the
goddess of Music, Education and Art. | love
to learn art and | love to play my Bina. My
ma is ‘Durga’ and she is the goddess of
power. My baba is ‘Shiva’ and he is the god
of destruction. My brother is ‘Ganesh’ and
he is the god of wisdom. | have a pet swan
called ‘Hansa’ and she is very mischievous
and so is my brother. My ma is very hard-
working and my baba is very intelligent. |
also have another sister and brother known
as ‘Lakshmi’ and ‘Kartik’. Lakshmi is the
goddess of wealth and prosperity, and
Kartik is the general of the god army.

As | have Hansa as my pet, Lakshmi has
her owl, Ganesh has a mouse and Kartik
has a peacock, my mum has a lion and my
dad has a companion as a snake.

Every morning, | woke up, brush my teeth,

get ready and eat breakfast. My mum and
dad both make breakfast, lunch and dinner
and then they go to work. The rest of my
siblings do the same as my routine. We use
our pets to get us anywhere. Sometimes
we live in the temple, but most of the time
we live in ‘Kailash’.
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| go to my mum's family’s house on earth
every year with my entire family. Our
relatives also come to see us, and they give
us lots of affection and effort. They
welcome us and offer us lots of delicious
sweets and juicy tropical fruit. They arrange
lots of cultural programs to entertain us. We
all enjoy the program, but | especially like
the music and singing part the most. The
people also pray to us for blessings, and
they pray to me for knowledge, talent in art
and music, and other things. My mum,
Durga protects everyone because she
defeated the Buffalo demon. That is why
she goes down to earth to see if her
followers are protected against all evil and
darkness.

When we go down to earth, my siblings and
| get a bit silly sometimes. Like one time,
Ganesh ate all the ladoo in the puja so that
there was no more, but then he got a
severe tummy ache. And another time,
Lakshmi bought sarees and jewellery at
such an expensive price that she nearly
broke her bank account. And last time,
Kartik became so obsessed with being the
coolest sibling that he did every cool
(cringe) thing that the humans on earth do.
There was this one time that | tried to do a
caricature of myself in a nice way, but it
came out as me looking like a toad. But my
mum is so kind and lovable that she listens
to her followers. So is shiva but sometimes
he goes into meditation mode that he
forgets about nearly everything that is why
he is called ‘Bhole Nath’.

We stay on earth for six days and enjoy all
the festivities. That's why every year we
come and visit earth with our mum. And we
love it and all the people on it.
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Last year at a glance
Saraswati Puja 2022

Boishakhi Mela 2022

PR Y A R
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Committee 2022-2023

Management Committee 2022-2023

President: Dr Bikash Choudhury
Vice President: Mr Sanjib Saha
General Secretary: Mr Suranjit Saha
Treasurer: Mr Prabir Deb

Cultural Secretary: Mr Saurav Das
Member: Mr Chapal Choudhury
Member: Mr Henry Sebastian
Member: Mr Prabir Chowdhury
Member: Mrs. Prajapoti Roy
Member: Dr Ratan C Mandal
Member: Mrs Sandhya Chatterjee
Member: Mrs Somali Bhattacharyya
Member: Mr Tapan Kundu

Sankalpa 2022 é

Organising Committee 2022-2023

A) Food and Beverage Committee

Dr. Ratan Mondal (team leader)
Mr. Henry Sebastian

Mr. Sanjib Saha

Mr. Tapan Das

B) Cultural Committee

Mr Saurav Das (team leader)
Mrs. Nandita Das

Mrs. Prajapoti Roy

Mrs Somali Bhattacharyya
Mr. Subhajit Chattopadhyay
Mrs. Sukanto Dutta

C) Sound Team

Mr Sanjib Saha (team leader)
Mr. Bipul Sen

Mr. Santanu Sarker

Mr. Sukanta Dutta

Mr. Suranjit Saha

C) Decoration and transportation
Committee

Mr. Tapan Kundu (team leader)
Mr. Anup Mondal

Mr. Dharmendra Pandey

Mrs. Indrani Kundu

Mrs. Prajapoti Roy

D) Publication and Magazine
Committee

SPUVIC

Sarbojanin Puja Utsav of Victoria

Mr. Suranjit Saha (team leader)
Mr. Bipul Sen
Mr. Sujoy Ghosh

pg. 46



SPUVIC Events 2022

January

Su|Mo|Tu|We|Th| Fr|sa

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 AN

April

Su|Mo| TuWe|Th | Fr| Sa

1 2
3 4 5 8 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15&
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

February
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28

1 2 3 4 58 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 2T 28
29 30 31

July
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4
6 7 8 9 10M
13 14 15 16 17 18
20 21 22 23 24 25
27 28 28 30

5
12
19
26

June
Tu We|Th| Fr
1 2 3
7T 8 8 10
14 15 16 17
21 22 23 24
28 29 30

Su Mo

12
19
26

13
20
27

30 31

1 2 1T 2 3 4 5 6 1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 ¥ 8 9 10 11 12 13 5 6 7 8 989 10
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 14 15 16 17 18 19. 12 132 14 15 16 17
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 2 22 23 24 25 26 2T 19 20 21 22 23 24
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 28 29 30 1 26 27 28 29 30
3
December
T
1 2 3 4 & 1 2 3
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 4 5 6 ¥ 8 9 10
9 10 11 12 13 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
.'1? 18 19 20 21 22 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
23 24 25 26 2T 28 27 28 29 30 25 26 2T 28 29 30 I

SPUVIC events in 2022

12th Feb. Saraswati Puja Zoth Sep. Mahalaya 16th Oct. Durga Puja Sund
16th April. Noboborsha (Bang 1d4th Oct.  Durga Puja Friday 23th Oct.  Kali Puja

Z20cth Aug. Krishan Janmastar 15st Oct.  Durga Puja Saturday

Public holidays 2022 Victoria

3dr Jan. Mew Year's Day 17th April Easter Sunday 23rd Sep AFF Grand Final Eve
ZEth Jan. Australia Day 13th April Ea=ter Monday 1zt Mow PAelb curne: Cup

14th Mlar Labour Dlay 26th April AMNZAC Day 27th Dec, Christmas Day

15tk April Good Friday 13th June Glueen’s Birthday 26th Dec. Eicwing Dlay

16th April Eazter Saturday 22nd Sep Mational Day of Maurning

W Dala prasided anin’ wilbasl u. Iy
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SPUVIC Events 2023

January February
Su|Mo| Tu|We|Th| Fr|Sa|  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa _
12 3 456 7 12 3 4 12 3 4
8 9 1011121314 5 6 7 8 9 1011 |5 6 7 8 9 10 1
15 16 17 18 19 20 21| 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 [12 13 14 15 16 17 18
22 23 24 25 26 27§ (19 20 21 22 23 24 25 (19 20 21 22 23 24 25
29 30 31 26 27 28 26 27 28 29 30 31
April June

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa _ Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 1 2 3 4 5 6 12 3
2 3456 7 8 7 8 9 10111213 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
9 10 11 12 13 14§ |14 15 16 17 18 19 20| 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 |21 22 23 24 25 26 27| 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
23 24 25 26 27 28 29| |28 29 30 3 25 26 27 28 29 30
30

July

e s St A

1 12 3 45 1 2
2 34567 8 6 7 8 9 101112 |3 4 5 & 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 [13 14 15 16 17 18 18] |10 11 12 13 14 15 16
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 |20 21 22 23 24 25 26| |17 18 19 20 21 22 23
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 |27 28 29 30 31 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
30 31

December

19 20 21
26

1.2 3 4
5 5§ 7 8 9 10 11
& 13 14 15 16 17 18
10 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

Ky |

.1

i 4 5 6 7 B8
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

2
9

SPUVIC events in 2023

Z28th Jan. Saraswati Puja 1dth Oct. Mahalaya Z3th Oct. Durga Puja Su
15th Apr. Moboborsha [Bangl 27th Oct.  Durga Puja Friday  12th Now.  Kali Puja

9th Sep. Krishan Janmastam 28th Oct. DOurga Puja Saturday

Public holidays 2023 Victoria

Znd Jan. Mew Year's Day Atk A pril Easter Sunday Tih Mo, Mlelbourne Cup
2Eth Jan, Australia Day ath April Easter Monday 26th D, Christmas Day
13th Mar. Labiowur Day 28th April AMZAC Day 26th Dec. Eozing Day

Tth April Giood Friday 12th June King*s Birthday

Btk April Easter Saturday AFF Grand Final Eve

WL EDUNIC,O0

Sankalpa 2022
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Sarbojanin Puja Utsav of Vicroria
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Proud inheritors and devoted worshipers
of Sanatan Dharma & Bengali Cultures
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